
CITY OF ARNOLD 

BUILDING DIVISION 

Residential Retaining Wall 

Permit Requirements 

This guide is to provide the homeowner or contractor with basic information 
needed to apply for a permit to build a retaining wall. Within this guide are 
standard details that may be used as part of the required construction plans. 
A permit is not required if the wall is 3 feet or less in exposed height. 

1. Complete and sign a permit application.
2. Pay permit fees at time of application. Fees are calculated as follows:

• Sixty-five dollars ($65.00) for the first one thousand dollars ($1,000.00 of
construction cost or part thereof.

• Plus three-tenths of one (0.3) percent of construction costs exceeding one
thousand dollars ($1,000.00)

3. Submit two (2) copies of detailed construction plans drawn to scale containing
the following:
a. A site plan, an example is contained in this brochure.
b. Indicate the perimeter control measures ( silt fencing) required to ensure the

siltation/erosion does not leave the construction site.
c. Site plans must show water run-off (use arrows to i'ndicate flow of water).

The location of the retaining wall cannot obstruct any swales or natural
water run-off.

d. Indicate the height of the wall preferably by furnishing both the top of wall
{T.W) and bottom of wall (B.W.) elevations- at reasonable intervals along the
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length of the retaining wall. The bottom of wall elevation shall be the
finished grade level on the lowest side.

e. Indicate which side of the w·an is retaining soil. No part of a retaining wall
may extend across a property line without a recorded Construction and
Maintenance Easement.
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f. Show location of all easements.
g. Show the location of th·e .. septic tank and fieLd if applicable.
h. Refer to the attached example plot (site)_plan for additional information.

,,. 














